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Largo Caballero, the most important Left leader in Spain.
He stated that when the alliance of the whole Left movement
became an actual fact (and he was working for it) there
would be no organized force, not even the State and its
fighting machinery, capable of opposing the " rising ride
of the masses."
Until a few months earlier it might have been possible
to state that no such alliance amongst Spaniards was possible.
Against this there is the very recent history of the Frente
popular, which was formed for the purpose of capturing
power in the Cortes. There was clearly a rapidly grow-
ing political consciousness in Spain, and it was being
directed from the Left.
On the Left, the best disciplined and best organized
group is the Communist. All Left Parties now believed
that some form of revolutionary struggle must take place
soon in order to make a complete clearance of the " Refor-
mist " regime. That the revolutionary feeling had become
widespread and intense could be estimated from popular
manifestations in all parts of the country. The words of
revolutionary songs took the place of the words of the
traditional songs usually heard in places of popular amuse-
ment. The walls of village houses had scrawled upon them
proletarian epigrams; the Communist salute had become
commonplace, and there was Left propaganda everywhere.
Spanish publishing houses, in response to public demands,
were issuing innumerable volumes of proletarian literature,
which was to be found on bookstalls and in bookshops
everywhere, and was being read and discussed. At last
Spaniards were seriously educating themselves in politics.
The country suffered severely during this period of
political tension. In almost every town there had been
labour agitation resulting in strikes, which, in some cases,